
Study Questions 

The Color of Water 
Mrs. Hawke | English 

 
Reading Quiz #2 (chapters 7-10) DUE___________________ 
On looseleaf paper, answer these questions in complete, MEANINGFUL sentences. (This means you 
should restate the question in your answer, so that your answer makes sense apart from the question.)

1. How does Mameh react to the sailors? 57 
2. What were living conditions like back then 

according to Ruth? 60 
3. What phrase does she use to describe black 

people’s lives in the south? 61 
4. What happened to Sam? 63 
5. What was her aunt’s response when she asked 

for help? 63 
6. What did the kids eat for dinner? 67 
7. What is Ruth’s top priority? 70 
8. Why did Helen quit school? 73 
9. How was Ruth/Rachel treated by the other 

kids in Suffolk? 80 
10. How did Frances and her family treat 

Ruth/Rachel? 81 

11. How does Ruth/Rachel say being poor was 
different back then as compared to “now”? 82 

12. In what way was Ruth starving when she was a 
child? 83 

13. How does James react to the racism towards 
him? 90 

14. How is the boy in the mirror different from 
James? 91 

15. Why doesn’t James want to go places with his 
mother anymore? 100 

16. How does the store owner react to James’ 
mother? 102 

17. How has growing up in a dual-race household 
affected James as an adult? 104
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