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Reading Quiz #1 (chapters 1-4) DUE___________________ 

1. Why doesn’t Beah relate to the refugees who pass through? Why don’t the townspeople believe them when they 
warn that the war will come to Mogbwemo? 

2. Why do the boys decide not to return to Mogbwemo after going back to Beah’s grandmother’s village of Kabati? 
3. How is the Ishmael in Chapter Two different than the boy in Chapter One? Be specific. 
4. What is life like in Mattru Jong for Ishmael, his brother, and his friends before the rebels come? 
5. Why would it have been especially bad for Ishmael and the other young boys to be caught? What would have 

happened to them? 
6. Why do you think the boy Ishmael saw refused to drop the big bag of belongings he had as he tried to escape Mattru 

Jong? What do you think happened to him? 
7. Ishmael and the boys steal food at the end of the chapter. Would they have thought to do something like that before 

the rebels arrived? Why or why not?  
8. What do you think is going to happen to Ishmael? 
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